The peritoneum which is stretched over so many different organs, and has so many recesses and pouches, is very liable to be affected by diseases having their source outside itself.
It is necessary here to make some reference to the general relations of the peritoneal sac.
It is a large lymph sac and fluid is continuously circulating through it. The surface of the membrane is covered with endothelium and there are innumerable apertures or stomata by which it communicates with lymphatic vessels beneath. It is proved by experiment that finely divided solid material introduced into the peritoneal cavity is very readily absorbed, and carried into the lymphatics. The transudation fluid which normally passes out of the blood-vessels, is doubtless absorbed by the stomata throughout the peritoneum, but there are two localities in which its absorption presents points of peculiar interest.
From certain facts to be afterwards referred to in connection with tuberculosis and cancer of the peritoneum, it may be inferred that the great omentum is specially concerned in the process of absorption. This double layer of peritoneum lying free in the cavity may be regarded as a drain by means of which the fluid is drawn off.
The relation of the diaphragm to the process of absorption is also important. 
